Daily Log #2
Date: 1 February 2002, Lesson length Time: 45 minutes

What did you expect students to learn during the lesson? To start class I had students write
about their observations of earthworms. This was important because many of my students have never
touched a worm before. At first many of them were squeamish about touching the worms, but the slow
introduction helped. I wanted them to view the worms with respect and realize there wasn't much to be
squeamish about.

From today's lesson, I expected the students to learn about some behaviors, physical
appearances, and senses of worms. Through observation I wanted the students to discover that their
worms had a front end and a back end. They needed to be able to describe how they know this. 1
expected them to observe how earthworms move, and why worms tend to knot up when they meet.
From observations they also needed to determine if their worm has eyes, ears, mouth, and a nose. This
was an introduction to the essential question: Knowing structure and function, what are the
earthworm's needs and adaptations for their environment?

Describe the instructional strategies, learning activities and resources used by you and your
students during the lesson. To prompt student interest, [ welcomed the students to my class holding
a few earthworms. They were very curious about why I wasn't disgusted with the worms' slimy
bodies. I announced that I loved worms, and that they would learn to love worms too. Many of the
students thought I was crazy!

To start class I told them the purpose of today's activity and other activities in the future would
be to answer the many questions they had from yesterday's class. Before they started their worm
observations I spent time discussing the proper treatment of worms. I had them suggest how to handle
worms by their observations of how I was holding and viewing the worms as they came into class. We
reviewed how to make proper observations using their eyes, ears, and gentle hands.

While the students were making their observations, I had them working in pairs. This was
important because they were able to generate more observations and check with one another if the
observations were appropriate. They used one sheet to record all of their observations and write any
questions they thought of during this activity.

After many of the students completed the Wonderful Worm Observation sheet, I tried to focus their
observations with another sheet (Worm Observation Lab). Again, the students were allowed to work

together and discuss their findings.



At the end of class I praised them for their focus on learning in class. Many of them were
eager to clarify all of their questions and answers they had, but we did not have enough time. I assured
them that we would be discussing their observations at the start of the next class.

Describe how you monitored students' understanding of the lesson's main concepts and what you
found. While the students were working on both lab sheets, I was able to walk around the room and
touch base with each group. To maintain their interest I would have mini discussions about specific
questions on the lab sheet with each group. I also encouraged them to find answers to questions they
were generating from their own observations. While I was visiting each group, I looked over their
shoulders at their work in progress and redirected those who needed redirection. Because the students
were so consumed by observing worms, I was not yet able to discuss their learning or collect their lab
sheets. To conclude class I asked the students to brainstorm questions about earthworms from
observing them.

Describe how you accommodated student' learning needs during the lesson, and how you plan to
adjust your teaching for the next lesson, if necessary, based on the students' learning today. The
students learned by observing and felt in control of their learning. All of the students were very
focused on today's lesson because they thought they were responsible for coming up with the questions
on the Worm Observation Lab sheet.

When I assigned seating for this class, I paired them with differing abilities. Most of the pairs
seem to be working well together. I have three pairs of students that I need to continue to monitor to
see if they can stay more focused. Today they were not writing as much as other pairs, yet they were
consumed by the topic and were focusing more on the worms than filling out the Lab Sheet.

For this lab in the future I think I will review all of the questions on the sheet and discuss my
expectations for answering all of the questions, prior to letting the students start that lab sheet. The
reason for this is that some students had many inquiries about the questions on the lab sheet. They

were also a little reluctant to make educated guesses based on their observations.
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Daily Log #3
Date: 4 February 2002, Lesson length: 45 minutes

What did you expect students to learn during the lesson? Before discussing the anatomy of worms
that was planned for today, we reviewed yesterday's lab sheet. The students were very interested in
clarifying all of their observations and answers to questions. For example, they wanted to know what
the white ring on one of the worm was for.

Today I expected the students to learn about the anatomy of worms. We discussed the external
anatomy and internal anatomy of worms. Included with the internal anatomy were the digestive
system, circulatory system, and nervous system. They should have a basic understanding of the
functions of the earthworm's body systems. This was a continuation to the essential question:
Knowing structure and function, what are the earthworm's needs and adaptations for, their
environment?

Describe the instructional strategies, learning activities and resources used by you and your,
students during the lesson. At the door today I greeted the students with an earthworm on a
transparency sheet. I had a flashlight in my other hand to shine through the worm. I did this because I
noticed in many of their observations they were wondering what the stripe in the worm's body was for.
The students were excited to see the inside parts of the worm, without hurting the worm. They had
many questions, but we first needed to discuss the Worm Observation Lab.

While discussing the lab, I made sure the students validated their answers to the questions by
using their observations of the earthworms from the prior day. I also encouraged them to correct their
answers during the discussion, if they felt their answer needed improvement.

It is our school policy not to dissect worms. Because of this policy I made a six-foot
interactive model of a segmented worm. I told them Wilma the Interactive Earthworm would allow us
to see more closely, what they had seen when I had the worm on the transparency. The students were
even very curious about the inside parts of the worm from the prior day's observations. I pointed out
each part of the worm and had the class guess its importance. I reminded them, during the discussion,
that they were able to make good educated guesses from their knowledge of their own body systems.
While discussing the worm parts and functions, I had them filling out diagrams of each system of the
earthworm.

Describe how you monitored students' understanding of the lesson's main concepts and what you
found. During the discussion I was monitoring the students' note taking. If they were not taking the

proper notes during the discussion, I either repeated the information or had another student repeat the
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information using their own words. I was also monitoring understanding by asking if the students had
any questions, and I was including as many students' responses as I could for each question I had for
them. For homework during the next few nights they will construct their own worm poster with all of
its parts and functions. They will have to combine the three diagrams they filled out in class into one
big diagram. This will hopefully help them process and review the information.

Describe how you accommodated student' learning needs during the lesson, and how you plan to
adjust your teaching for the next lesson, if necessary, based on the students' learning today.
Most of my students are either visual or auditory learners. That is why I provided the six foot
color-coded worm for the students to see and feel. I also provided the diagrams so they could record
all of their information. Discussing for information and clarification helped the students know what to
take notes on.

I felt a bit more rushed with today's lesson because I needed to conclude the prior day's lab
discussion at the start of class. It was very important that [ wrap up the lab because there was a lot of
information they were very curious about and it was important for them to know. To be sure they have
the information they needed to learn from today's class, I will start tomorrow's class reviewing worm
anatomy. | will ask for volunteers to explain each function and have the students double check their
diagrams with notes.

Today, I also seemed stuck in the front of the classroom. That is not generally how I teach.
Although I could see that everyone was writing at the appropriate times, [ was not checking each
individual paper to ensure the students were taking correct and accurate notes. Tomorrow I will have
to circulate around the classroom more. I think some of the reason why I wasn't moving around much
since the start of the unit is that I just changed the table arrangement in my room right before I started
the unit so I could have most of the class fit on camera. So far it is not working for me because it is

very restrictive for movement. Before tomorrow’s class, I need to space out the tables more.
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Worm Poster Grading Rubric

The objective of this project was to illustrate, label, and explain the anatomy of the earthworm.

Title (2 points) Points Awarded: _=
0 points: no title stated

1 point: unclear title stated

2 points: title clearly stated

Illustration (6 points) Points Awarded: C
0 points: did not illustrate the internal anatomy of the earthworm

2 points: incomplete or unclear illustration of the anatomy of the earthworm

4 points: generally clear and complete illustration with a minor error or omission

6 points: clear and complete illustration of the anatomy of the earthworm

Labels (6 points) Points Awarded: G

0 points: no labels of anatomy indicated

2 points: labels of anatomy are incomplete, disorganized, and/or hard fo read

4 points: labels of anatomy are generally clear and complete with a minor error or omission
6 points: labels of anatomy are clear and complete

. . does Ve aekie Wy -\-’l.-uf-mdi-? . —
Explanation (6 points) “u:‘-q.\-t:.'-.u__ Sons s ot h 4o Points Awarded: 3.5

3 . whiad s i% s dEn e by T
0 points: no explanations of anatomy mdicafed =y & iawy st neve!

7 ) ) Ch b e st Hoe g8 3ac ul--...-h_'lh-_p-"'clur.g
2 points: explanations of anatomy are incomplete, uncEm,"a‘ﬁd)or dlSﬂr‘gﬂRIIEd ~eyg.
4 points: explanations of anatomy are generally correct and clearly written with a minor error

6 points: explanations of anatomy are accurate, well organized, and clearly written

Format (5 points) Points Awarded: 1~
Gave yourself credit

Colored

Neat

Organized

Extra Effort

0 points: no

1 point: yes

Overall Points Awarded: 21.5 out of 25 points
Grﬂde: ;5({3 ?ﬂ :% Good werkK, b ¥ Yo~ need o .:.pcnc'[ Mo AC

Kme abkadian b desi/.!
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